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A movement opposing the provincial government’s plan to widen Highway 417 from Carling to 

Maitland avenues is growing.  

The plan also includes a later stage to widen the highway from Maitland to the 416. Some city 

councillors and residents are asking that the project be postponed and any money dedicated for 

the project be used instead to extend light rail service to Kanata.  

Lawyer Mark Scrivens, who lives in Kitchissippi ward on Sherwood Drive near Parkdale 

Avenue close to the 417, started a petition that already has more than 200 signatures against the 

announcement.  

“I was in disbelief,” Scrivens said of the announcement, which took place on May 25.  

The province said the project aims to ease congestion and shorten commute times. Work is to 

begin this fall and be completed in 2020.  

“There’s so much attention being paid to the LRT because of the construction and people are 

excited about it and anticipating its arrival,” he said.  

“I think people understand it’s a major investment and feel good about the investment.”  

But that’s not how he feels about the highway, he said, highlighting the noise, light pollution and 

traffic that disrupts his neighbourhood.  

“I think a lot people think (the highway) is an unfortunate legacy piece of our infrastructure in 

Ottawa because what it does to our neighbourhoods. To hear that the province wants to continue 

to encourage more use of it by widening it was kind of shocking and disappointing.”  

But Scrivens’ main objection is the cost of the project and there’s no evidence the widening 

would actually decrease commute times or congestion.  

“It’s clearly expensive, it probably won’t work. There are any number of traffic studies that have 

established that widening of highways just induces greater use of the highways and make it 

clogged again.”  

Spending money on LRT would support the province’s goal of reducing greenhouse gases and 

would encourage more people from Kanata to take public transit, instead of the highway, he said.  



“We don’t have endless pots of money in this province, we need to prioritize and for me the best 

way to solve the problem they are seeking to solve is to encourage people to use the LRT for 

commuting to and from work.”  

Scrivens will be forwarding his petition to Premier Kathleen Wynne and he’s also hoping to 

speak to his Ottawa Centre MPP Yasir Naqvi about the province’s plan and why it’s worthwhile 

to rethink it.  

Naqvi is also addressed in a letter that was sent by three city councillors, including Somerset 

Coun. Catherine McKenney, Kanata North Coun. Marianne Wilkinson and Kitchissippi Coun. 

Jeff Leiper, who oppose the plan and ask that the widening be postponed.  

The councillors wrote that the widening would be unlikely to achieve the desired result and 

encouraged the province to spend the money on light rail.  

“An expanded light rail transit to Kanata will further reduce operating and capital costs to our 

overall public transportation system, improve our environment, reduce congestion and ensure the 

city’s sustainability in the long-term,” the letter reads.  

The widening “will dump more cars onto our city roadways.” So the best solution, according to 

the letter, is to use the money on LRT sooner, rather than later.  

Coun. Jeff Leiper is also concerned the widening is forcing the closure of Carling Avenue 

eastbound ramp to the 417. The province is looking into the permanent closure of the ramp.  

Leiper is hoping to get more information about that closure at a meeting he has on June 14 with 

Naqvi.  

“If it’s due to that, that’s one more reason not to widen it,” Leiper said.  

He added there are a number of different projects the province could spend what he estimated 

could be more than $200 million on, including traffic calming or safe cycling infrastructure.  

“This will not solve congestion issues and I’d challenge anyone who says it will.”  

The petition can be found at www.change.org/p/kathleen-wynne-kathleen-wynne-we-don-t-need-

a-wider-queensway.  

 

http://www.change.org/p/kathleen-wynne-kathleen-wynne-we-don-t-need-a-wider-queensway
http://www.change.org/p/kathleen-wynne-kathleen-wynne-we-don-t-need-a-wider-queensway

