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The mayors of Canada’s biggest cities are giving two thumbs up to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s historically 
massive infrastructure plan. And we don’t blame them. 

But let’s make sure we don’t get carried away. We still need to strike the right balance when it comes to 
accountability. 

Last Friday the PM met with the mayor’s of the country’s 21 largest cities for an hour and the feedback was gushing. 

The relationship between cities and the feds is “on a massive ascendancy,” Toronto Mayor John Tory said. 
“Everything has changed,” enthused Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson. 

The government is planning to spend $125 billion on infrastructure over 10 years. Much of this will be in cities, the PM 
has signalled. That’s a good thing. 

In 1851 our population was 87% rural, 13% urban. But by 2011 census data showed that had reversed - with 81% of 
Canadians living in an urban setting. 

It’s in urban areas that elections are won and lost because that’s where the ridings are. It’s where the population 
resides. Many of the added ridings in the 2015 election were in cities. 

Perhaps the one campaign pledge most known by the electorate was Trudeau’s promise to double infrastructure 
spending. It’s arguably the one he has the greatest mandate to fulfill. 

Last month Infrastructure Minister Amarjeet Sohi told media his “focus is to listen, learn and see how we can design 
our plan to be flexible enough to recognize there are great needs and needs differ from region to region.” 

No wonder the mayors are loving it! It sounds like they’re getting carte blanche to spend the money how they see fit. 

There are some respects in which the approach is superior to the Conservative’s Economic Action Plan stimulus 
funding. That government handpicked many small projects and it had the optics of being more about rewarding or 
wooing voters than about making the best economic decisions. 

What we need to be financing are the big ticket items like transit that get the best bang for our buck in terms of 
planting the seeds for future prosperity. Trudeau seems to appreciate this. 

However Sohi also said the plan will have “broad parameters.” But if they’re too broad, accountability will suffer. 
Before spending begins, Liberals need to find the balance. 

 


