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Mayor Don Iveson says Edmonton could move quickly to spend stimulus dollars on projects like 

upgrading Yellowhead Trail. John Lucas / Edmonton Journal  

Mayor Don Iveson said Edmonton can move quickly on the west section of the LRT, two 

priority train crossings or upgrades to the Yellowhead Trail if Ottawa comes through with a 

suggested $1-billion stimulus package. 

None of those projects are “shovel ready” but design work could be finished in 2016 and 

construction could start the following years, said Iveson, reacting to news out of 

Ottawa Tuesday. 

“We could get started on that very, very quickly,” he said. “Sending those signals today helps 

give certainty to contractors and employers that there will be work in the pipe the next year. 

Even sending the signal is important from an economic confidence point of view.” 

Bloomberg News quoted three unnamed government sources in its report on the suggested 

stimulus package. Speaking after a cabinet retreat Monday, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau would 

only say: “We’re looking very, very hard at what needs to be done.”  

“We’ve always said that being fiscally responsible while creating growth is at the heart of what 

the Liberal Party is, and that’s exactly what we’re going to do,” said Trudeau. 

Infrastructure and Communities Minister Amarjeet Sohi said the Liberals will consider paying 

more than their one-third share for infrastructure projects they deem worthwhile. 

Iveson said that’s critical. “There are real concerns across the country that some provinces may 

not be in a position to top up, some municipalities as well,” he said, adding that transit projects 

that can cost billions. 

City council has already determined its highest priority for federal infrastructure dollars are 

separated train crossings at 50th Street and 75th Street and upgrades to turn Yellowhead Trail 

into a freeway. Iveson said federal officials have also expressed interested in building new 

affordable housing on the recently shuttered site in Londonderry.  
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