
Councillors fail to empty budget tank on 

traffic-calming 

Jon Willing 

  

February 4, 2016 Ottawa Citizen 

 

Each Ottawa Council member has $40,000 to spend yearly on temporary measures such as 

flexible speed-warning signs. Wayne Cuddington  

Ottawa councillors last year left thousands of dollars unspent in accounts earmarked for 

improving traffic safety, which ranks among the top concerns in every community. 

Each councillor has $40,000 to spend annually on temporary traffic calming measures such as 

road paint, speed display boards and flexible posts. 

Collectively, 23 councillors had $920,000 to burn in 2015. They spent $176,102. 

“Frankly, I’m surprised some councillors didn’t take advantage,” Knoxdale-Merivale Coun. 

Keith Egli said Wednesday. 

Egli, who chairs the transportation committee, said councillors can roll over any money they 

didn’t use in the previous year.  

Still, he’s shocked that a few zeros showed up on the ward-by-ward breakdown for 2015. 

Three councillors didn’t spend a dime on traffic calming last year: West Carleton-March Coun. 

Eli El-Chantiry, College Coun. Rick Chiarelli and Rideau-Rockcliffe Coun. Tobi Nussbaum. 

Nussbaum said before spending money he wants to collect data and speak with constituents 

about where the hot spots are in his ward. He has a list of initiatives he wants to spend $80,000 

on this year, combining his 2015 and 2016 allotments. 
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“We didn’t want to be reactive to a particular one-off,” Nussbaum said. “I wanted to make sure 

we did it properly with the right consultation.” 

City staff provided another defence for councillors. 

Since council signed off on the budgets last July, there wasn’t much time to spend money on 

traffic-calming initiatives before the winter. Staff usually remove temporary infrastructure, such 

as flexible posts, in November. 

Chiarelli said $40,000 isn’t enough to address significant traffic needs in his ward. 

“I wasn’t going to use it if it’s just a throwaway and it wasn’t going to address anything. You 

can’t buy a traffic light with it,” Chiarelli said. 

Chiarelli said he intended to dedicate some money to installing speed boards but it wasn’t until 

October that the initiative was approved. The devices would have had to come down in 

November. 

El-Chantiry couldn’t be reached for comment. Last fall he expressed interest in using the 

$40,000 budget for road widening projects in the rural area. Staff say rural councillors can use 

the money to fix “minor deficiencies” along roads because there are fewer opportunities to 

implement temporary traffic calming measures in those areas. 

The program is meant to fund temporary solutions. Permanent infrastructure such as traffic lights 

and speed humps come out of a different pot of city money. 

The city filled two positions last August to administer the ward traffic initiatives. Councillors 

hope public works can keep up with the flood of requests expected in 2016. 

At the same time, staff are working on larger pieces of traffic infrastructure this year, such as 

pedestrian crossings and red-light cameras. 

Council has voted to install 20 new red-light cameras by the end of 2018, adding to the existing 

34 cameras. Staff are proposing to install new cameras at five locations this year, based on the 

number of crashes: Old Tenth Line and St. Joseph Boulevard; Catherine and Kent Streets, 

Gladstone Avenue and Rochester Street; Bank Street and Riverside Drive; Coldrey Street and 

Kirkwood Avenue. 

WHAT THEY SPENT  

Each councillor has a $40,000 annual budget for temporary traffic calming. Here’s what they 

spent in 2015. 

Bob Monette, Orléans: $12,908 

Jody Mitic, Innes: $4,895 



Jan Harder, Barrhaven: $1,764 

Marianne Wilkinson, Kanata North: $5,501 

Eli El-Chantiry, West Carleton-March: $0 

Shad Qadri, Stittsville: $7,053 

Mark Taylor, Bay: $2,087 

Rick Chiarelli, College: $0 

Keith Egli, Knoxdale-Merivale: $14,226 

Diane Deans, Gloucester-Southgate: $16,680 

Tim Tierney, Beacon Hill-Cyrville: $2,572 

Mathieu, FleuryRideau-Vanier: $14,268 

Tobi Nussbaum, Rideau-Rockcliffe: $0 

Catherine McKenney, Somerset: $8,851 

Jeff Leiper, Kitchissippi: $960 

Riley Brockington, River: $3,859 

David Chernushenko, Capital: $3,799 

Jean Cloutier, Alta Vista: $9,295 

Stephen Blais, Cumberland: $22,315 

George Darouze, Osgoode: $27,220 

Scott Moffatt, Rideau-Goulbourn: $1,392 

Michael Qaqish, Gloucester-South: $13,124 

Allan Hubley, Kanata South: $3,341 

 


