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The federal government’s plan to fast-track infrastructure cash to Alberta and Saskatchewan to 

help the oil-reliant provinces through a major fiscal crisis is “welcome news,” says Alberta 

Infrastructure Minister Brian Mason. 

“We’ve been aware for a little while now that they were planning to bring a billion dollars of 

infrastructure spending over the next couple of years to the province of Alberta, and that is a very 

pleasing decision to us,” Mason said in an interview Tuesday. 

“It’s welcome news and we intend to make the most of it.” 

Mason said Alberta is in the process of identifying projects that would be potential candidates for 

funding, but it will be looking for those that have the greatest economic impact and create the 

most jobs. 

Bloomberg News reported late Monday that Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has decided to focus 

initial stimulus efforts in Alberta and Saskatchewan — the provinces hardest hit by the massive 

collapse of oil prices. Benchmark oil closed Tuesday at US$28.46 a barrel. 

Citing officials familiar with the plans, the news agency said the federal government is in talks to 

quickly allocate $1 billion for infrastructure projects in the two provinces — money earmarked 

by the previous government’s infrastructure fund, but not yet delivered. 

“My understanding is they want to fast-track this so I am expecting it will be made available in 

the next fiscal year, which, of course, begins in April,” Mason said. 

The minister said he hopes Ottawa will consult with the Alberta government on infrastructure 

project criteria and cost-sharing formulas. 

“Some of the very large projects will be very difficult for municipalities to participate in if 

they’re expected to put up a third,” he said. “We as a province have a limited amount as well. 

Our revenues have dropped by over $6 billion.” 
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Mason noted the infusion of federal infrastructure dollars will augment money the province is 

borrowing to fund a five-year, $34-billion capital plan, but it won’t replace all of the lost private 

investment from the oilpatch. 

He said the province bumped up investment spending planned by the previous PC government 

by about 15 per cent in order to take advantage of the available workforce and low interest rates 

to build infrastructure at a lower cost than would otherwise be possible. 

“We’re expecting our capital plan will create up to 10,000 jobs and that, of course, does not 

replace all the job losses that are taking place,” Mason added. 

The federal Liberal party promised during the election campaign that it would make a $60-billion 

investment in infrastructure over 10 years. 

Alberta opposition party leaders applauded the news of federal money headed to the province, 

saying the cash infusion is dearly needed.  

PC Leader Ric McIver said the province has many projects that require funding, including 

Calgary’s southwest ring road, Edmonton’s Anthony Henday Drive, light rail transit in both 

cities, along with roads and bridges across the province. 

“It may not be enough, but where I come from you don’t look a gift horse in the mouth, 

particularly not a billion-dollar gift horse,” he said. 

Alberta Liberal Leader David Swann said every dollar of infrastructure spending returns $1.50 

into the economy. 

“It’s the right time,” Swann said. “Alberta and Saskatchewan truly are the most hard hit. In 

Calgary, particularly, we have significant needs with our green line and affordable housing.” 

Alberta Party Leader Greg Clark said the province needs all the help it can get. 

“If Trudeau is able to send us money right away, it’s badly needed,” he said. “There are dozens 

of shovel-ready infrastructure projects it can be applied to, from transit and roads to flood 

mitigation.” 

Clark said the federal dollars are a good start, but hopes there’s more to come. 

“It’s bad out there,” he said. “There are a lot of people hurting. This will help.” 
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