
Liberals’ throne speech pledges middle-class 
tax cut, infrastructure investment 

As it spelled out priorities, the speech began with the economy 
and the Liberals’ promised tax cut for the middle class. 

Governor General David Johnston listed a number of Liberal priorities during the Speech from the 
Throne, inculding renewing the relationship between Ottawa and Canada's indigenous peoples and 
undertake consultations on electoral reform.  
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OTTAWA—Justin Trudeau officially launched his government’s time in power with a stripped-down 
version of Liberal campaign pledges and the promise of a better-behaved government that would 
enact them. 

Speaking to a crowded Senate chamber Friday afternoon, Governor General David Johnston read the 
speech from the throne, the first for Trudeau’s fledging government. 

The speech, titled “Making Real Change Happen,” was short on words — just 1,800 compared to 
7,500 that framed the last government’s debut — but was broad on ambition as it vowed changes in 
both policy and tone. 

The blueprint for action laid out priorities on everything from cutting middle class taxes, investing in 
infrastructure, legalizing marijuana and protecting the environment. 

But after the pomp, ceremony and theatre of the event faded, the tensions of the 42nd Parliament 
became apparent as opposition politicians took aim at the Liberal agenda. 

Conservative interim leader Rona Ambrose said while there are some positive elements her party 
could support, such as First Nations education and promises to legislate to curb domestic violence, 
she slammed the “lack of economic focus” in the speech. 

“What we’ve seen in the speech from the throne is nothing less than big government and big 
spending which we know will result in higher taxes for Canadians. We saw no mention of the 
agriculture sector, no mention of the auto sector, no mention of the energy sector. Bottom line, there 
was no mention of the private sector,” Ambrose told reporters. 

At a time when other nations are boosting their military campaign against Islamic State extremists, 
Ambrose questioned why Trudeau’s roadmap was silent on the threat that has other nations stepping 
up efforts to confront a global enemy. 

“If you’re not prepared to actually name the threat how are you prepared to take the fight to the 
threat,” she said. 

NDP Leader Thomas Mulcair criticized the speech for saying nothing about rolling back eligibility for 
Old Age Security to 65 from 67, restoring home mail delivery or changes to the Tories’ anti-terror 
legislation. 
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“It really is a very thin throne speech. A lot of things that were talked about endlessly during the 
campaign that are simply not there,” Mulcair told reporters. 

Reading from the text, Johnston said  

“Canadians have been clear and unambiguous in their desire for real change. Canadians want their 
government to do different things, and to do different things, and to do things differently.”  

Spelling out priorities, the speech began with the economy and the Liberals’ promised tax cut for the 
middle class. Those cuts — and a promised tax hike on those making more than $200,000 a year — 
could be the first order of business next week when Parliament sits for a brief pre-Christmas session, 
though the tax hike was not mentioned. 

Ambrose would not indicate whether her party would vote against the tax break plan, saying “we will 
wait and see what is in their proposal next week but I think Canadians have to be prepared for the 
fact that if they’re giving with one hand they’re going to be taking away with the other.” 

The speech highlighted promised investments in public transit, “green” and “social” infrastructure, a 
pledge to enhance the Canada Pension Plan and the promise to make post-secondary education more 
affordable.  

It said the Liberal government will introduce new environmental assessment processes to “restore 
public trust. Public input will be sought and considered. Environmental impacts will be understood 
and minimized. Decisions will be informed by scientific evidence,” it said. 

The government says it will kickstart consultations on electoral reform so the 2015 vote would be the 
last under the “first-past-the-post” voting system — a pledge welcomed by the NDP. However, 
Mulcair hinted he would oppose any electoral reform that benefited only the Liberals. 

The speech boasted the Liberal government’s performance would be notable for what it would “not 
do” in contrast to its predecessor. It vowed not to abuse either executive power or government 
resources in promising to end the use of government ads for partisan purposes, and end interference 
in the work of independent parliamentary officers. It said it would “not resort to devices like 
prorogation (the power to suspend parliament) and omnibus bills to avoid scrutiny.” 

Mulcair applauded those measures. “It’s courageous for them to say that and I think it’s long 
overdue,” the NDP leader said. 

On indigenous affairs — an oft-stated priority for the Liberals — the government intends to launch 
an inquiry into missing and murdered indigenous women and girls and pledged co-operation with 
First Nations to improve education. 

The Liberals promised to shake things up on the international front, starting with steps to strengthen 
ties with the United States. The government will refocus development aid to help the world’s 
“poorest and most vulnerable” and renew Canada’s “commitment to United Nations peacekeeping 
operations,” the speech said. 

There was a sprinkling of detail. The speech promised legislated support for victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault, and new controls to “get handguns and assault weapons off our streets” 
as per the campaign platform. 



But there was little new. The Liberals had clearly signalled their priorities, starting with the election 
platform and then the mandate letters that spelled out the marching orders for each cabinet 
minister. 

Conservative MP Maxime Bernier said the speech was a “grand buffet” that laid out spending plans 
for “bigger deficits than we thought,” and must be paid for by “the people who weren’t in the room, 
future generations, by our children and grandchildren.” 

“These are commitments that are going to cost Canadians dearly. And the people who are going to 
have to pay for the deficits are the future generations. Finance Minister Bill Morneau shrugged off 
Bernier’s criticism. 

“Our job as we see it is to deal with an economy that’s not growing rapidly and our hope is that 
through investments that we’ll be able to make a significant difference for Canadians, both this 
generation and future generations,” Morneau said. 

 


