
Bridge linking Old Ottawa East, Glebe up 

next: Chernushenko  

But project may still be years away from coming to fruition  
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Design work has started on a long-anticipated footbridge that will connect Old Ottawa East to 

the Glebe.  

Now that Adàwe Crossing has opened, Capital Ward Coun. David Chernushenko has been 

assuring residents that the bridge, which was first proposed in 2011, is next on the city’s to do 

list.  

The bridge will be built over the Rideau Canal and will link Clegg Street in Old Ottawa East to 

Fifth Avenue in the Glebe.  

“I’ve known that everything happens in good time in the sense that this was the next one in the 

queue,” Chernushenko said.  

“That didn’t mean I wouldn't try to find ways to get it advanced.”  

Crews have started geotechnical testing on both sides of the canal to determine the requirements 

for road construction, support columns and the pathway ramp. Golder Associates has been 

contracted to do the work, which includes doing soil testing and drilling boreholes.  

Progress has been slow on the bridge since it was first proposed as it was in line behind a couple 

other projects, such as Adàwe Crossing, which connects Sandy Hill to Overbrook over the 

Rideau River, Chernushenko said.  

The communities on either side of the canal will still have to wait years before construction even 

starts on their bridge, as it has not been fully funded yet. Because of that, Chernushenko is 

hesitant to put a firm timeline on when construction may start and when the project would be 

completed.  

“For the two other levels of governments’ future rounds of infrastructure funding, they want to 

see shovel ready projects, they want to see shovel ready projects,” he said.  

“The main effort at the moment has to be on the design and we’ve got the money for it so that’s 

going forward as fast as it can be.”  
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The city has so far funded $2.7 million for the $18-million project. Chernushenko expects the 

provincial and federal governments might each pitch in about a third for the bridge, but the 

details of who is going to pay what have not been finalized.  

The bridge is scheduled to start in the second phase of the city’s transportation master plan, 

which is set to take place between 2020 and 2025.  

Chernushenko said he is working to get construction brought forward, but shovels will not be 

able to go in the ground until the project is fully funded and it goes through a lengthy approvals 

process.  

It will need to be approved by the NCC as well as Transport Canada, as the bridge will go over a 

navigable waterway.  

Once built, Chernushenko said the new bridge would serve as a missing link in the city’s 

pedestrian and bike path network and it will have implications for people far beyond the Glebe 

and Old Ottawa South.   

“It’s not just about a great way for someone from the Glebe to go to the Green Door for dinner 

and come back. It’s actually about central city connectivity,” he said.  

“(When) you put in a safe connection for people so they don’t have to be in difficult traffic like 

the Bank Street Bridge, you suddenly get large numbers of people thinking that a trip that 

seemed impossible now seems doable.”  

 


