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As Justin Trudeau prepares to officially become prime minister Wednesday, 

businesspeople across the city are expressing hope that a new Liberal government will help 

pave the road to recovery for Ottawa’s sluggish economy. 

 

Some, however, are taking that sentiment a little more literally than others. 

Dale Harley, executive adviser for the National Capital Heavy Construction Association, says the 

Liberals’ pledge to boost funding for infrastructure such as roads, bridges and flood-control 

systems by up to $5 billion a year is a long-overdue plan that seemed to resonate with local 

voters. 

“The Liberal platform was obviously very oriented towards investment in infrastructure, and 

when you take a look at the results in Ottawa Centre in particular, this is a case of not just 

knocking off a Conservative candidate but also knocking off an NDP candidate as well,” he says, 

referring to the downtown riding in which the New Democrats’ popular foreign affairs critic, 

Paul Dewar, was unseated by Liberal challenger Catherine McKenna.  

“I really feel that a big part of the Liberals’ success was their promises with respect to 

infrastructure investment, so I’m optimistic as to what the future has to hold for us.” 

The crimson tide that propelled Mr. Trudeau to power had particular force in Ottawa, where 

seven of the eight ridings went Liberal. Mr. Harley believes that is good news for the capital, 

which he said is in dire need of the kind of road repairs that are part of the Liberals’ 

infrastructure plan. 
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“If you don’t take care of it now, it costs a lot more money to repair in the future,” he says, 

pointing to Carling Avenue as a prime example of a major artery that needs substantial work to 

fix its pavement and sidewalks. “I hope that they’re going to be good on their word and carry 

through with infrastructure investment in Ottawa.” 

That could translate into big bucks for local construction firms, but they aren’t the only Ottawa 

companies that hope to get a lift from the rising red sea. 

The Liberal agenda also includes promises that could produce big benefits for the technology 

industry, particularly startups. The party has pledged to cut the small business tax rate and has 

unveiled a three-year, $900-million “innovation agenda” that includes $200 million a year for 

tech incubators, research facilities and direct funding to business. 

“Whenever you have new members of Parliament, you open the door to new opportunities,” says 

Victoria Lennox, CEO of Startup Canada, an Ottawa-based network of more than 80,000 

entrepreneurs. “I think this is great news. My hope is that this will be a government for 

entrepreneurs and that they will be working with Startup Canada to better understand how they 

can support the startup community. Everything that I see in the Liberal party platform we can 

work with.” 

The organization is currently in the midst of a cross-Canada tour to gather ideas on new ways to 

fuel entrepreneurship. Ms. Lennox says she believes the new Liberal government can play a key 

role in growing startups by purchasing more goods and services from small businesses and 

making it easier for international students to become permanent residents so they can work for 

new firms or launch their own. 

Startup Canada plans to present the new Liberal cabinet with its “call to action” for a more 

business-friendly nation when the tour wraps up at the end of the year. 

“One of the first things that the new government will want to do is hear from entrepreneurs,” she 

says. “This is our opportunity to really take this whole movement to the next level.” 

Bruce Linton, CEO of Kanata software maker Martello Technologies, said Mr. Trudeau’s pro-

trade stance shows in his willingness to submit the tentative Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal 

to a vote in Parliament. He said he sees no reason why a Liberal regime will be anything but a 

boon to the industry. 

“Canadian tech, to be successful, always has to be global,” he says. “I think the Tories and the 

Liberals both are global traders. We saw that with the discussion of the free trade agreement. 

There are no protectionist tendencies in either party.” 

Commercial real estate brokers also reacted to the Liberal win with a hefty dose of optimism, 

albeit tempered by practical realities. 

Shawn Hamilton, vice-president and managing director at CBRE in Ottawa, says new 

infrastructure spending and initiatives to boost the tech sector could have a major impact on his 

business.   



“Right out of the gate, (the Liberals) were talking economy, economy, economy,” he says. 

“Obviously, in our business, we’re fully tied to the economy. Although it remains to be seen how 

they’ll do, as with any government, anything that strengthens the economy creates jobs. The 

more people who need a place to work, the more office leasing activity there is, the more vibrant 

our economy is.” 

As for the prospect of a new wave of public-sector hiring, he’s not holding his breath. Even 

should that happen, he says, it won’t necessarily mean the feds will be scrambling to lease a 

swath of new office space. 

“If the government can do what it needs to do in a more compressed format, just like the private 

sector is trying to do, what business fundamental is there for them to grow?” he says. “I don’t 

know. If history repeats itself, then government will grow. We’ll see. It’s like steering the Queen 

Mary – it’ll take 18 months I’m sure just to figure out which way to go.” 

 


